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NEWS BRIEFS

TIP OF
THE
WEEK

  Those of you who travel through
the CHR Complex may wonder
about the escalator and the work
being done. Just to keep you
posted: the handrail on the escala-
tor is bad and parts have been
ordered. It will be fixed as soon as
they arrive.

ESCALATING INTEREST IN
THOSE ESCALATORS

  The prevalence of obesity in the
USA is high and rising higher.
Recent estimates attribute 280,000
deaths a year in the USA to “over-
nutrition,” making it second only to
cigarette smoking as a cause of
death.  Obesity places a person at
greater risk of acquiring serious
disorders, such as diabetes, coro-
nary artery disease, high blood
pressure, high blood triglycerides,
low HDL cholesterol, osteoarthritis,
gallbladder disease, sleep apnea,
colorectal cancer and increased risk
of strokes.   Although the connec-
tion between certain types of food
and disease has not been proved in
all cases, enough evidence exists to
indicate that it is wise to make sure
your diet is low in fats and refined
carbohydrates, high in fiber, and
free of artificial additives.

  Dr. Michael B. Auslander, the
state public health veterinarian, has
been awarded the  Veterinarian of
the Year Award  by the Kentucky
Veterinary Medical Association.
  Auslander received the award Oct.
14 at the association’s annual
conference in Louisville.
  This award was initiated in 1964
and is given to a veterinarian who
has received outstanding recogni-
tion either outside or within the
veterinary profession or both and is
held in high esteem by his or her
peers.
  Auslander graduated from the

Ohio State University, College of
Veterinary Medicine in 1974.  He
received his Master of Science in
Public Health from the University
of Kentucky in 1991.  Auslander
has held the position of Kentucky
State Public Health Veterinarian
since 1995 and is also the Assistant
Director of the Division of

  Although House and Senate
Leadership have not been able to
agree on a meeting schedule for the
interim joint committees, statutory
committees continue to meet  each
month and keep CHS busy.
  Statutory Committees which
routinely handle CHS matters are:
the Government Contract Review
Subcommittee, Administrative
Regulation Review Subcommittee,
Capital Planning Advisory Board,
Capital Projects and Bond Over-
sight Committee, Medicaid Man-
aged Care Oversight Committee
and Program Review and Investi-
gations.
  Last month, Secretary Helton and
Cabinet personnel made presenta-
tions to the following committees:

   --Medicaid Managed Care Over-
sight Committee on the new En-
hanced KenPAC;
- Administrative Regulation Re-
view Subcommittee on the Dispro-
portionate Share Hospital Program
and Medicaid’s new 14-day reim-
bursement policy; and
- Program Review and Investiga-
tions Committee on organization
changes in the Office of Inspector
General.
FUTURE MEETINGS
  On Oct. 20, the Cabinet will
conduct its monthly CHS Legisla-
tive Implementation Update. On
Oct. 25, the Cabinet will participate
in a committee discussion of racial
and cultural disparities in health
care at a Medicaid Managed Care
Oversight Committee.

Auslander Named Vet of the Year

Legislative Issues Continue For
CHS Despite Interim Stalemate

(Continued  on Page 2)

Dr. Michael
Auslander
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  A one-day aging conference will
be held Wednesday, Oct. 18 at the
Hyatt Regency Hotel in Lexington.
The conference will provide a
forum to discuss various ways to
help the current and future aging
population of Kentucky.
  Over the next 20 years, Kentucky
is expected to see a dramatic
increase in the number of older
people.
  Ann Marks, deputy secretary in
CHS, and Jerry Whitley, director of
the Office of Aging Services, are
two of the featured speakers and
will talk about single point of entry
for aging services and aging re-
sources.
  Lt. Gov. Steve Henry and the
Kentucky Nurses Association are
sponsors. Registration starts at
8:30 a.m.

Aging Meet Is
Oct. 18 In
Lexington

New Federal Web Site Provides One-Stop
Way To Find Online Resources

  There are still a few unclaimed
prizes from the KECC Millenium
Margarita event. See Cindy Atkins
in the Secretary’s Office by Friday.

John Michael Hair Products (2):
214783 and 0224397
Quality Car Wash: 214827
Calendar (Completely Kentucky):
02244367
Tyco Bunny: 0224374

KECC Prizes Need A Home!

  Need some help with federal
agency websites? CHS Deputy
Secretary Ann Marks has spotted
this new site that should be
helpful:
http://www.firstgov.gov/
  FirstGov is the first-ever gov-
ernment website to provide the
public with easy, one-stop access
to all online U.S. Federal Gov-
ernment resources.
  FirstGov allows users to
browse a wealth of information -
everything from researching at
the Library of Congress to

tracking a NASA mission. It also
enables users to conduct impor-
tant business online - such as
applying for student loans, track-
ing Social Security benefits,
comparing Medicare options and
even administering government
grants and contracts.
  This monumental breakthrough
in one-stop shopping for govern-
ment services will help Ameri-
cans across the country and
around the world find the infor-
mation and resources they need at
a click of a mouse - quickly and
easily.

  The Division of Quality Improve-
ment in the Department for Medic-
aid Services is using National
Healthcare Quality Week to recog-
nize some department employees.
  At the entrance to the 6th floor
offices is a display on quality. It
includes some recognition of
employees for positive and coop-
erative attitudes, support of co-

workers, and commitment to doing
a good job.
  Those employees include: Brian
Boisseau, Janet Johnson, the staff
of the Division of Member and
Provider Services, Duane
Dringenberg, Neville Wise, Frank
Herndon, Beth Jennings, Tonya
Chang and Linda Dailey.
  Quality Day is Wednesday and the

Medicaid Recognizes Employees During Quality Week
staff will be
honored with
refreshments
and door
prizes.

Epidemiology and Health Planning
in the Kentucky Department for
Public Health.  He is active in the
National Association of State
Public Health Veterinarians and the
Kentucky Public Health Associa-
tion.

Auslander Recognized
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